Academic Strategies
· Make curriculum relevant to the lives and interests of students (culturally responsive teaching)
· Introduce assignments in groups and pairs
· Maintain high academic expectations and curricular opportunities for all students
· Advocate for kids to get into academically gifted and talented programs
· Use writing prompts/quick writes to hear from students 
· Provide choice in completion of tasks and understanding content
· Get students up and moving rather than sitting for long periods of time to strengthen focus and attention 
· Build vocabulary with expressive writing
· Teach reading comprehension skills explicitly
· Let students become experts and teach each other topics (jigsaw)
· Establish a strong literacy foundation in each class 
· Use data to inform instructional changes 
· Use energizers like music or activities to increase energy level and focus 
· Provide resources like technology or extra time to complete activities 
· Reduce lecture time (flipped classroom) and give students more opportunities to apply learning through reading, writing, listening, and thinking
· Adopt-A-College Program to raise expectations about potential to go to college
· Hook students in by providing anticipatory sets and hints/teasers on topics
· Collaborative problem solving opportunities 
· Allow students to run a “Classroom City” to help develop responsibility, thinking skills, and initiative (students have real-world jobs that are found in modern city)
· PBLs
· Social contracts 
· Walk and talk
· Intentional scheduling to support students in getting work complete/remediation (smart lunches, study halls, homework help classes, etc)
· Provide effective assessments that identify the specific skills children need (common assessments with multiple formats)
· Parent nights to teach them skills to help their children
· Developing lesson plans with student input
· Using visuals to organize assignments
· Flexible grouping students/differentiation
· Create mental models 
· Teach students how to ask questions and problem solve
· Model when teaching new concepts
· Use rubrics to outline expectations on assignments
· Parent involvement
· Teaching topics that are relevant to students (social injustices
· Build Vocabulary
· Teaching them to speak in formal register
· Offer exercise options during the lesson (brain breaks)
· Provide enrichment opportunities that stretch beyond academic content
· Be mindful of resources required for class
· Focus on clarity while delivering instruction and instructions--use fewer words, directly address what you want to see instead of what is the undesired outcomes
· Reduce lecture time into short chunks--5-8 minutes for elementary and 8-12 minutes for secondary
· Give students more control, incorporate learner agency
· Ask open-ended questions 
· Incorporate suspense in instruction
· Use cooperative learning groups at the elementary level, in which students to choose which of the predefined roles they will play, such as leader, recorder, starter, encourager, etc.  Groups of 4 is ideal for this
· Use cooperative teams at the secondary level, placing students in groups of 5.  Shift teams every 4-6 weeks








Social-Emotional Strategies:
· Create a positive classroom environment
· Proactively and productively solve discipline issues
· Empower students 
· Introduce conflict resolution skills
· Teach goal setting
· Role play how to solve real world problems
· Teaching social skills
· Introduce stress reduction techniques
· Build relationships of respect 
· Call students by their name
· Answer their questions
· Talk respectfully
· Know their hobbies
· Make it clear you value all students for their character and not possessions
· Teach students to speak in a formal register
· Assess each student’s resources
· Financial
· Emotional
· Spiritual 
· Physical
· Support Systems
· Knowledge of unspoken rules
· Teach the hidden rules of school
· Teach students how to ask questions
· Develop resilience in students by treating them special and helping them discover what is unique about them. 
· Use literature to teach social emotional factors.
· Create a peace place (safe space) in the classroom. 
· Role play scenarios with students. 
· Establish buddies/mentors between students and staff. 
· Establish jobs for all students to be involved. 


Articles:
9 Powerful Practices by Ruby Payne
How Poverty Affects Classroom Engagement by Eric Jensen 
Teaching Children from Poverty and Trauma by NEA
