The Reach of Poverty in our Community: Exploring Census Data

Objective: Cultivate in staff members a greater understanding of the extent to which poverty affects the community they serve by dissecting census data. 

Materials needed: Instructor guide, Census Worksheet, Google Slide for presentation, Chart paper, Pens/Markers, iPad/laptops (participants)

Steps to implement PD:
1. Introduction:
a. Have staff members circle up or get into smaller groups. Pose the questions: 
i. Describe the community in which you live
ii. Describe the community in which you grow up 
iii. Describe the community in which you teach 
b. Allow staff members to share any differences or similarities they noticed in their discussion
2. Fill out Data Worksheet - create groups that work for you 
a. Introduce Census and DPI website 
b. Allow time for staff members fill out census worksheet
3. Reflection Questions: Set up chart paper for staff members to complete Chalk Talk: 
Chalk Talk is a strategy in which participants will write their responses to questions on chart paper silently. Participants are free to move around the room to different questions at their own pace. The instructor has the option to allow participants to interact with each other’s statements through a variety of symbols (+1, hearts, check marks, or adding comments, drawing a line to connect comments, etc.)
a. What did you notice about the census data?
b. What did you notice about the county and school data?
c. What questions do you have regarding the census data?
d. What questions do you have regarding the county and school data?
e. How will this information inform your teaching practice?
4. End and send:
a. Using twitter, tweet out the biggest lesson or take away from the professional development. Staff members use the hashtag #TodayIwill to explain what they will do in their classroom or teaching practice from information that they have received. 
